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INFORMATION FOR LINGUISTS

Sometimes there is doubt regarding the nationality of a foreign citizen applying for
asylum. In such cases, at each stage of the procedure, the Immigration and
Naturalisation Service can be requested to carry out a language analysis. 
A language analysis concentrates on both the language used by the foreign citizen
and his/her knowledge about country of origin. If the language analysis indicates
that the foreign citizen "definitely does not" come from the country of stated 
origin, it is assumed in the following phase of the procedure that the foreign citizen
does not originate from there. The language analyses are carried out by the
Language Analysis Bureau of the Immigration and Naturalisation Service. 

CONTRA-EXPERTISE

The foreign citizen can obtain a copy of the recording on the basis of which the 
language analysis is made. He or she can use this to have a contra-expertise carried
out. De Taalstudio acts as intermediary between people who require a language
analysis or contra-expertise on the one hand, and linguists on the other. De
Taalstudio advises the applicant on the procedure to be followed, looks for a 
linguistic consultant with the appropriate expertise and credentials, and acts as 
contact point for the applicant until the analysis is completed. 
Currently we offer three procedures: language analysis, contra-expertise, and 
second opinion. A language analysis consists of an interview with the asylum seeker
or a recording made in his/her language, which is carried out in consultation with a
linguist. The linguist then makes a report on the basis of these findings. In the case
of a second opinion, the linguist gives an assessment of an existing language 
analysis report and its findings, without listening to the recording. In the case of a
contra-expertise, the contra-expert makes his/her own analysis of the recording on
which an already existing language analysis has been based. De Taalstudio works
exclusively with professional linguists, normally attached to a university or research
institute, who have published on the language concerned. 

Would you like to act as a contra-expert, for either language analysis or contra-
expertise? If you are a linguist and have published on regions where refugees come
from, please send us the following information by email: your name and address
(including telephone number and email address), your academic title, organisation,
the languages and countries covered by your expertise and the bibliographic details
of your publications on the languages and regions you have mentioned. As soon as
we have your particulars we will contact you personally. If you are temporarily
unable to take on new assignments, you will not be obliged to do so.

If you are interested in this kind of work, but do not possess the required 
qualifications, please send us your personal details with a description of your 
background and expertise. We can then discuss possible forms of collaboration.
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